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April Young Bennett, Debra Jenson, Kate Kelly, Hannah Wheelwright
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
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March 17, 2014

Dear Sisters,
Thank you for your letter and email.
Some wonderful conversations have been held over recent years, and are continuing
to be held, relative to women in the Church and the invaluable contributions we
make. The recent changes you have seen, most notably the lowering of the
missionary age for sisters, serve as examples and were facilitated by the input of
many extraordinary LDS women around the world.
Women in the Church, by a very large majority, do not share your advocacy for
priesthood ordination for women and consider that position to be extreme.
Declaring such an objective to be non-negotiable, as you have done, actually
detracts from the helpful discussions that Church leaders have held as they seek to
listen to the thoughts, concerns, and hopes of women inside and outside of Church
leadership. Ordination of women to the priesthood is a matter of doctrine that is
contrary to the Lord’s revealed organization for His Church.
The priesthood session of General Conference is designed to strengthen men and
boys as they receive specific instruction about their roles and responsibilities;
therefore we are unable to fulfill your request for tickets. You are certainly
welcome to view the live broadcast of the priesthood session on lds.org, the
Mormon Channel or BYUtv. We invite you, as our sisters, to participate with
women everywhere in the parallel meeting for women and girls on March 29, and
hope you will join us in a spirit of love and harmony. The women’s meeting is a
remarkable gathering of worldwide sisterhood, and was proposed and planned by
the presidencies and boards of the Primary, Young Women and Relief Society as a
time to focus on ennobling and eternal doctrines relating to women.

Your organization has again publicized its intention to demonstrate on Temple
Square during the April 5 priesthood session. Activist events like this detract from
the sacred environment of Temple Square and the spirit of harmony sought at
General Conference. Please reconsider.
If you feel you must come and demonstrate, we ask that you do so in free speech
zones adjacent to Temple Square, which have long been established for those
wishing to voice differing viewpoints. They can be found on the attached map.
As fellow Latter-day Saints and friends of the Church, we invite you to help us
maintain the peaceful environment of Temple Square and ask that you please follow
these details in your continued planning. In addition, consistent with long-standing
policy, news media cameras will not be allowed on Temple Square during General
Conference.
Again, we hope you will join us for the General Women’s Meeting on March 29
and contribute to the strength of sisterhood in our communities.
Kindest regards,

Jessica Moody
Public Affairs,
On behalf of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

