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A nationally representative study of American views and behaviors about 

lying and the relevance of the Ten Commandments in modern life.
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METHODOLOGY
n = 1,523 U.S. interviews via the YouGov nationally 

representative panel with a questionnaire designed by Y2

Analytics in consultation with the Deseret News.

An additional n = 250 interviews for Mormon 

respondents to allow for comparisons between 

Mormons and the rest of the US population.

Complete question wording and responses can be found 

in the topline report.

The general population margin of error is an estimated 

+- 3.1 percentage points, while the margin of error of 

the oversamples is +- 6.2 percentage points. Subgroup 

margins of error are larger.



5
FINDINGS TO REMEMBER

1 The vast majority of Americans (87%) say lying about an affair is 
never okay, and more than 70% do not accept cheating on taxes, 
parents lying to protect kids’ grades, or making oneself appear 
younger in a dating profile. However, calling in sick to work when 
not sick, exaggerating a story for effect, and dishonesty by parents 
about past misdeeds are seen as more acceptable.

2 Men are more likely than women to be okay with cheating on 
taxes or inflating the details of a resume. Overall,  Americans have 
become more tolerant of a number of lies since 2006, including 
calling into work when not sick, parents lying to children about 
past behavior, and inflating a resume.

3 Most Americans say they would not support a 2020 presidential 
candidate whom they agree with on policy but “would lie to cover 
up the truth.” However, real partisan differences exist, with a 
majority of Republicans saying they would still support a dishonest 
presidential candidate but a large majority of Democrats saying 
that “would be a deal breaker.”

4 At least half of Americans think it is still important to live each of 
the Ten Commandments, compared to the U.K, where only six of 
the ten are seen as important. 

5 Belonging to a religion, no matter the tradition, is correlated with 
the idea that obedience to the Ten Commandments, including basic 
honesty, is still important today.  Young people are also less likely 
than older generations to say that the commandments are 
important principles to live by today.



LYING



87% of respondents say lying about an affair is never okay. More than 70% do not accept cheating on taxes, parents lying 
to protect kids’ grades, or appearing younger in a dating profile as acceptable lies. Calling in sick to work and exaggerating 
a story are more acceptable among the general population. 

RESPONDENTS SAY MOST LIES ARE NEVER OKAY

Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?Q

%



In the last twelve years, Americans have became more comfortable with lying across the board. In every situation 
presented,  fewer Americans categorically considered it never okay to lie when compared to 2006 survey results. 

AMERICANS HAVE BECOME MORE COMFORTABLE WITH LYING

%

Q Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?

2006 survey for AP/Ipsos



Women are less okay than men with lying in nearly every scenario.  Women are 16 percentage points more likely 
than men to think inflating a job resume is never okay.  They are 15 percentage points more likely to think cheating 
on one’s taxes is never okay.  

WOMEN MORE LIKELY TO SAY LYING IS NEVER OKAY

Q Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?
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Percentage saying never okay



Evangelical Protestants are most likely to say lying in these situations is never okay, except in the case of lying to 
save a child’s grades. Catholics are generally near the US average. 

EVANGELICAL PROTESTANTS AND MORMONS MOST LIKELY TO SAY LYING IS NEVER OKAY

Q Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?



Catholics are only a percentage point or two behind the US average in most situations except for calling in sick to 
work or lying to children about a parent’s past misbehavior. 

CATHOLICS AT OR JUST BELOW US AVERAGE

Q Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?



Over 70% of Evangelical Protestants are never okay with lying about an affair, cheating on taxes, lying to protect 
grades, inflating a job resume, looking younger in an online profile, or presenting staged photos as if unedited. 

EVANGELICAL PROTESTANTS NEVER OKAY WITH LYING IN MOST SITUATIONS

Q Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?



Mainline protestants are generally not okay with lying. However, only 45% say that calling in sick to work while not sick is 
never okay, 43% that exaggerating a story is never okay, and 48% that lying about past misbehavior is never okay.

MAINLINE PROTESTANTS LESS STRICT ABOUT LYING

Q Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?



Over 70% of Mormons think that lying about an affair, cheating on taxes, lying about grades, inflating a resume, 
looking 10 years younger on a dating profile, and presenting staged photos on social media are never okay.

MORMONS HIGHER THAN US AVERAGE LOWER THAN EVANGELICALS

Q Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?



Unaffiliated respondents are less concerned with lying than religious respondents. Only 23% say calling in sick to work is 
never okay, 33% that exaggerating a story is never okay, and 37% that lying about misbehavior is never okay.

UNAFFILIATED RESPONDENTS MORE OKAY WITH LYING

Q Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?



31% of respondents in the low-religiosity category think exaggerating a story is never okay. Comparatively, 55% of 
high-religiosity and 51% of low religiosity respondents are never okay with exaggerating a story.  This pattern 
permeates through every situation presented to respondents. 

LOW RELIGIOSITY INDICATES MORE COMFORT WITH LYING

Q
Religiosity determined through a combination of Pew 
Research Center questions on frequency of church 
attendance, frequency of prayer, and importance of religion.

Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?

Percentage saying never okay



Younger generations are more okay with lying in some situations. For example, millennials are 11 percentage 
points less likely than the silent generation to think cheating on taxes is never okay. However, they are more likely 
than the silent generation to think that lying about an affair is never okay. 

LYING MORE ACCEPTABLE BY GENERATION 

Q Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?

Percentage saying never okay



The Mormon millennial generation is less okay with certain lies than generation x (and sometimes baby boomers). 96% of 
Mormon millennials think lying about an affair as never okay as opposed to 88% of generation x. They are also more 
sensitive to cheating on taxes, calling in sick to work when not sick, and looking younger in a dating profile. 

GENERATION DOESN’T PREDICT ATTITUDES ABOUT LYING AMONG MORMONS

Q Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?

Percentage saying never okay



RACE DOES NOT STRONGLY INFLUENCE ATTITUDES ON LYING

Q Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?

Percentage saying never okay

Hispanic respondents are slightly less sensitive to lies than white or black respondents. They are more okay with 
lying about an affair, cheating on taxes, lying to protect grades, etc. The situations this does not hold true are when 
it comes to lying about past misbehavior, exaggerating a story, or calling in sick to work. 



Post-graduate respondents are less likely to say that presenting staged photos, exaggerating a story, and calling in 
sick to work are never okay. However, they are more likely to say that cheating on taxes, lying to protect grades, 
inflating a resume, and lying about past behavior are never okay.

POST-GRADUATES ARE DIVIDED ON THEIR ATTITUDES

Q Here is a list of situations when people sometimes lie. For each one, please indicate 
whether you think lying in that situation is often okay, sometimes okay, or never okay?

Percentage saying never okay



ELECTIONS



• We asked two questions in this section; one about the 2020 presidential election and 
another about an upcoming election for governor. A randomly sampled half of 
respondents received the presidential question and half received the gubernatorial 
question. 

• For reference in this section of the presentation, the following descriptors refer to the 
designated questions:
• Presidential – “Thinking about the 2020 presidential election, if you agree with a 

candidate on most issues, yet believe they are sometimes less than honest and 
would lie to cover up the truth, would you still vote for that person or would that be a 
deal breaker for you? 

• Gubernatorial – “Thinking about an upcoming election for governor in [state of 
respondent], if you agree with a candidate on most issues, yet believe they are 
sometimes less than honest and would lie to cover up the truth, would you still vote 
for that person or would that be a deal breaker for you? 

ELECTION QUESTIONS



Americans are more likely to avoid voting for a gubernatorial candidate who lied than a presidential candidate 
who lied. Only 36% would still vote for the candidate for president and 29% for the candidate for governor. 

RESPONDENTS MORE SENSITIVE TO LIES FROM GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATES

%



Perhaps with President Trump in mind, 55% of Republicans say they would still vote for the presidential candidate 
even if they found out he had been lying, while only 27% of Independents and 30% of Democrats feel the same. 

REPUBLICANS MORE ACCEPTING OF LYING PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE

%



NO GENERATION WOULD SUPPORT LYING CANDIDATE
Baby boomers are the least likely to support any candidate who was lying to cover up the truth than any other 
generation. However a majority of every generation would not vote for a candidate who was lying. 



Most women say finding out their presidential (69%) and gubernatorial (71%) candidates had lied to cover 
something up is a deal breaker. Men, however, are more likely to vote for a gubernatorial candidate who lied than 
to refrain from voting for them. This is not true for presidential candidates. 

WOMEN LESS LIKELY TO SUPPORT LYING CANDIDATES

%



Respondents are 13 percentage points more likely now than respondents 3 years ago to vote for a candidate who 
had covered up the truth. They are 14 percentage points less likely to consider that situation a deal breaker. 

PEOPLE MORE LIKELY TO SUPPORT LYING CANDIDATES TODAY

%

Q Thinking about the [2016/2020] presidential election, if you agree with a candidate on most issues, yet believe they 
are sometimes less than honest and would lie to cover up the truth, would you still vote for that person or would that 
be a deal breaker for you?

2015 data collected for Fox News. The 2015 data had additional answer options that could be volunteered over the phone. These were set to missing and the data re-percentaged to sum to 100%.



TEN COMMANDMENTS



More than 90% think the commandments about murder, stealing, and lying about other people are important principles to live by today. 85% 
say it’s important to obey your parents while only 49% say people today need to keep the Sabbath day holy. 

MAJORITY SAY TEN COMMANDMENTS ARE STILL IMPORTANT

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?

Q



US respondents are 32 percentage points more likely to think that avoiding idol worship is important, 39 percentage points more likely to 
think avoiding worshiping more than one god is important, 36 percentage points more likely to say that respecting the Lord’s name is 
important, and 40 percentage points more likely to think that observing the Sabbath is important.  

US RESPONDENTS THINK TEN COMMANDMENTS MORE IMPORTANT COMPARED TO UK

%

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?Q

U.K. data as publicly reported by YouGov. U.K. survey had slight wording differences – see topline report. 



Women are more likely than men to say that the commandments to avoid coveting other’s possessions and 
adultery are still important. 

WOMEN CONSISTENTLY SAY TEN COMMANDMENTS ARE MORE IMPORTANT

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?

Q
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Percentage saying still an important principle to live by



Every religious tradition holds that the Ten Commandments are important to live by, with Evangelical Protestants 
consistently the highest and Mormons a close second.

RELIGION IS CORRELATED WITH HIGHER SENSE OF OBEDIENCE

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?

Q



Catholics stay fairly close to the US average for most commandments. They are tied with the US average at 94% for 
murder, slightly below the average for dishonesty, and above the average for several other commandments. 

CATHOLICS STAY CLOSE TO US AVERAGE

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?

Q



Evangelical Protestants are the most concerned with obeying the Ten Commandments. 99% say it is still important 
to not commit murder and 84% say it is important to keep the Sabbath day holy. 

EVANGELICAL PROTESTANTS CONSISTENTLY ABOVE THE NATIONAL AVERAGE…

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?

Q



Mainline protestants also consistently stay above the US average with 90% or more saying that the top 5 commandments 
shown are important to live by. 

AS ARE MAINLINE PROTESTANTS… 

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?

Q



Mormons mostly match Evangelical Protestants in their views of the Ten Commandments.  At least 80% of 
Mormons say all ten are important to live by.

AND MORMONS

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?

Q



Respondents unaffiliated with any particular religion fall below the US average on every commandment. Only 20% 
think it’s important to keep the Sabbath day holy. 

ONLY UNAFFILIATED RESPONDENTS FALL BELOW THE AVERAGE

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?

Q



Those whose religiosity is medium or high share fairly consistent views about the commandments. Low religiosity 
respondents are much less likely to think the commandments are still important. Only 18% say it’s important to keep the 
Sabbath while 61% of medium and 81% of high religiosity respondents say the Sabbath is important. 

RELIGIOSITY HAS STRONG INFLUENCE

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?

Q
Religiosity determined through a combination of Pew 
Research Center questions on frequency of church 
attendance, frequency of prayer, and importance of religion.

Percentage saying still an important principle to live by



The Silent Generation consistently thinks the Ten Commandments are important to live by than does any other 
generation. Murder and stealing are consistently the top two among nearly every generation. Keeping the Sabbath 
day holy is consistently the least important commandment to all.

IMPORTANCE OF COMMANDMENTS DECREASES BY GENERATION

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?

Q

Percentage saying still an important principle to live by



Mormons across generations think that every commandment is very important to live by. Generation X is most 
enthusiastic while baby boomers and millennials play tug of war for second place. 

AMONG MORMONS, IMPORTANCE IS HIGH ACROSS GENERATIONS

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?

Q

Percentage saying still an important principle to live by



RACE DOES NOT STRONGLY INFLUENCE ATTITUDES

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?

Q

Percentage saying still an important principle to live by 2006 data collected from Ipsos Public Affairs

In most cases, Hispanic respondents are slightly less likely than white and black respondents to think that keeping 
the Ten Commandments is important.  The only exceptions are when it comes to taking the Lord’s name in vain 
and worshipping only one God. 



Only the commandments to not use the Lord’s name in vain, to worship one god, and to keep the Sabbath day 
holy are noticeably correlated with education. The changes among every other commandment are within the 
margin of error. 

EDUCATION HAS SMALL EFFECT ON SOME ATTITUDES

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?Q

Percentage saying still an important principle to live by



Over ¾ of Republicans say that it is still important to treat the Lord’s name with respect while only 55% of Independents 
and 49% of Democrats believe the same. This pattern is true for the commands you shall not worship idols, you shall have 
no other God before me, and remember to keep the Sabbath Day holy. 

REPUBLICANS SUPPORT MORE RELIGIOUS COMMANDMENTS MORE OFTEN

Regardless of whether you’re religious or not, which of the Ten Commandments 
from the Bible do you believe are still important principles to live by?Q

Percentage saying still an important principle to live by
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