
The following survey has been edited due to space constraints. For the complete survey, 
go to www.deseretnews.com and click on the election link in the left-hand column.
1. In general, what are the two major issues facing the United States and your specif-
ic House district today and how would you address them?
  Keeping Americans safe and securing the future for our children are major issues for my 
district and for my country. Providing children a good education, economic opportunity 
and secure and safe neighborhoods, including the "virtual" neighborhood online, is essen-
tial.

2. Would you over the next two years in office ever vote for a tax increase? 
  I don’t foresee it.
 
3. Before the United States invaded Iraq, did you favor or oppose the U.S. taking new 
military action in the country? 
  I voted for the authorization of force, as a final option for the president, should diplomat-
ic efforts to disarm Saddam Hussein fail.

4. In your opinion, what should the U.S. now do in the Iraq war? 

  We all want our troops to return home from Iraq as soon as possible. I oppose setting an-
arbitrary deadline for withdrawal. I oppose calls for an immediate withdrawal. I support 
having Congress clearly delineate the conditions that, if met, would permit a U.S. withdraw-
al.  Success should include not just a military role but also a plan for political, diplomatic 
and economic success.

5. Should Democrats take control of the U.S. House after the November elections, pre-
dict three things that will happen over the next two years because of the power shift.
  I would hope for more balanced budgets, the end of funding for the design and develop-
ment of new nuclear weapons, and the adoption of a long-term research and development 
program to wean us from our dependence on foreign oil.

6. Considering that the U.S. budget will be in deficit again, do you favor or oppose 
making the current tax cuts permanent?
  I have voted to make some tax cuts permanent, such as fixing the marriage penalty, pro-
tecting the child tax credit and repealing the estate tax. Deficit-reduction requires numer-
ous budget reforms that I support, such as the line-item veto, spending caps and a bal-
anced budget amendment.

7. Please give your specific stands on the following issues, which some term as moral 
issues:
 — Stem cell research. I voted for federal funding for stem cell research within narrow lim-
its and under strict ethical guidelines.
 — Cloning of human cells. I voted to ban human cloning.
 — Abortion. I voted to ban partial-birth abortion; I voted for parental notification before a 
minor can cross state lines for an abortion; I voted for greater federal protection for preg-
nant women who are victims of crime.
  — Capital punishment. I support capital punishment.
  — Same-sex marriage. I voted for federal legislation that would amend the U.S. Constitu-
tion to define marriage as being between a man and a woman. I supported the amend-

ment to the Utah Constitution that defines marriage as being between a man and a wom-
an.

  8. Specifically say how you would "solve" the immigration problem in the short and 
long term?
  Immigration reform relies on better enforcement and a fairer immigration system. I have 
voted for strengthening our borders, hiring more border agents, constructing border fenc-
ing and enhancing technology to track visitor entry. I oppose amnesty. 

9. What is the one area where you see a real difference between you and your major 
party opponent?
  I am not a "rubber stamp" for any political party. I look at each issue on its merits and 
then I vote according to what’s in the best interest of Utahns. Mine is an independent 
voice for putting Utah first every day.

Responses to questions from Republican candidate Lavar Christensen:
  
  1.  Why do you believe it would be good for Utah and America for Sen. Harry Reid 
and Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi to become the majority leaders in Congress? 
  As a graduate of Utah State University, Senator Reid has close Utah ties and brings West-
ern values and a common-sense approach to Washington. He chairs the Mormon Demo-
cratic Caucus in Congress. Sen. Reid stands with me in fighting against the resumption of 
nuclear weapons testing and against the East Coast dumping its radioactive garbage on 
the West.

  2. Why did you join in the unanimous Democrat vote against a $40 billion reduction 
in the budget deficit when that bill also specifically encourages development of our 
oil and energy resources in Utah?
   The proposal would actually have increased the federal deficit by several billion dollars. 
This was not an honest attempt to balance the federal budget, unlike the strong budget en-
forcement reforms that I have put forward along with my fellow Blue Dog Democrats.
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