
 Avalanches WHY THEY OCCUR

Different layers of snow
have varying degrees of 
cohesiveness according 

-
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melt the surface of the
snow. The moisture
sinks below and perco-
lates. This weakens and
erodes the base, caus-
ing the snow to slough
away.
At times the weight of a
heavy snowfall over a

od of time may 
ay, causing an
.
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CROSS SECTION

ches can be triggered when a heavy or dense
ll accumulates on the snowbase of a steep slope.
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NOTE: Fresh snow may begin to slide if distur-
bed by winds, snowmobiles or skiers.


