
SOCIAL SCIENCE

Thomas G. W. Christiansen 
Olympus High School 
Parents: Richard and Lillie 
Christiansen 

My lifelong goal is to be 
always involved in local, state 
or national government either 
as a career in politics or pub-
lic service or at least by con-
tinuing my zealous activity 
in these fields on a voluntary 
basis. I have two principal 
and very divergent goals for 
my professional career. I want 
to either be president of the 
United States of America or 
an Oscar-winning movie di-
rector. These two professions 
at first appear extremely dif-
ferent, and indeed my interest 
in both stem from different 
passions and talents I possess. 
However, there remain some 
striking similarities between 
these two goals. First they 
both represent the highest rec-
ognition and success achiev-
able in their respective fields.

SCHOLARSHIP: Ranks 13 
out of 467; GPA is 3.9; ACT 
is 34.

AWARDS AND PROJECTS: 
Boys State; Congressional 
Page; debate team; Eagle 
Scout; Left-Handed and 
Spanish clubs president; 
National Honor Society ; 
AP Scholar with Distinction 
Award.

Kourtney Blanc 
Lehi High School 
Parents: Jeff and 
Lorri Blanc 

Ever since I was a little girl 
I have loved to play in the 
soil (no such thing as dirt). 
When my mom thought she 
had lost me I would be found 
in the nearest pile of loose 
soil playing around. From a 
young age, I was intrigued 
by how plants grew. I would 
help my mother in the garden 
every year and started taking 
on more of the responsibil-
ity. Locating and hauling 
manure, collecting leaves 
from neighbors for mulch and 
consulting older gardeners 
on techniques, I have helped 
increase the overall produc-
tion of my home garden. I 
have gained school credit 
from working in my garden 
as well as provided food for 
my family that I have canned 
or frozen to feed us all year 
round.

SCHOLARSHIP: Ranks 6 
out of 611; GPA is 3.9; ACT 
is 26.

AWARDS AND PROJECTS: 
Academic all-state; FFA Lehi 
chapter president ; Food for 
American and Farm Field 
Days programs; first place 
area contest Parliamentary 
Procedure Team.

Stephanie Goodwin 
Riverton High School 
Parents: Kelly and Elizabeth 
Goodwin

From an early age, I have 
really loved children. This 
translated into a lot of baby-
sitting opportunities in my 
neighborhood. The family I 
spent the most time caring for 
has a daughter with spe-
cial needs as she is hearing 
impaired. Through spending 
a lot of time with her I have 
developed a special love for 
children with special needs. 
I was able to serve as a peer 
tutor at the high school for a 
special needs student, which 
was very rewarding. My 
church’s youth group has put 
on a Halloween party the past 
couple of years for patients at 
Primary Children’s Hospital. 
This is one of my favorite ac-
tivities of the year. We design 
activities that the patients 
will be able to participate in 
given their physical limita-
tions. I will never forget these 
children whose parents are 
so thankful for the help, who 
never realize what an inspi-
ration they are to me. Being 

able to help kids who are 
facing such difficulties smile 
and enjoy themselves for a 
couple of hours, escaping the 
hardships they face daily, is 
very rewarding.

AWARD: This award is 
named for the late Douglas 
F. Bates, Utah State Office of 
Education legal counsel and 
former associate superinten-
dent, who exemplified out-
standing community service. 
In addition to a trophy, a 
check for $400 was present-
ed courtesy of the Deseret 
News and KSL 5 Television.

A W A R D

Sami Safiullah 
West High School 
Parents: Sheikh and 
 Shaheen Safiullah

Last winter I explored the 
elimination of Helicobacter 
phlori using h2 receptor 
antagonists. I spent two 
months working at a lab at 
the University of Utah where 
I learned what it truly means 
to be a scientist. This project 
helped develop my interest 
in medicine and helped me 
become a more independent 
and assiduous individual. It 
has also opened my eyes to the 
different challenges scientists 
face in the future regarding 
bacterial resilience. My inter-
est in science has solidified 
through my trip to my ances-
tral village in Bangladesh 
last summer. At Shimarkan-
da Elementary School, I dis-
tributed backpacks, mosquito 
nets, soap, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste to cyclone-ravaged 
students from four villages. 
The children learned simple 
malaria prevention and oral 
hygiene techniques.

AWARD: This award is 
given jointly by the gover-
nor’s office and the Deseret 
News/KSL 5 Television to an 
outstanding Sterling Scholar 
in science. Named after the 
father of television, Utah’s 
own Philo T. Farnsworth, the 
award includes a statuette of 
Farnsworth that is a replica 
of the “heroic-size” statue 
in the U.S. Capitol as well as 
the Utah Capitol. The award 
also includes $400 from the 
Deseret News and KSL 5 
Television.
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Ruth Li 
Logan High 
Parents: Yali 
Wang and 
Leijun Li

Paul Bills
Olympus High
Parents: Dale 
and Becky Bills

Zane Li
Timpview High 
Parents: 
Xian-Jin Li and 
Weijun Gui

Samuel Mitchell
Tooele High
Parents: Alan Rex 
and Elizabeth 
Mitchell

Erika Nash
Cottonwood High 
Parents: William 
and Karen Nash

Samuel 
Andersen
Box Elder High
Parents: Clark, 
Susan Andersen

John Ellis
Brighton High
Parents: 
Gregory and 
Leslee Ellis

Steven Noyce
American Fork 
High
Parents: Shaun 
and Karen Noyce

Brooke Lee
Timpview High 
Parents: Bruce 
and Erika Lee

Taylor Olson
Skyline High 
Parents: Mark 
and A’Lissa 
Olson

Andrew Jensen
Lone Peak High
Parents: David 
and Carol Jensen

Samuel White
Riverton High
Parents: 
Michael and 
Deborah White

Daniel 
Shackelford
Bingham High
Parents: Bernie 
and Jess
Shackelford

Megan Hatch
American Fork 
High
Parents:  
Richard and 
Leisa Hatch

Alison Malan
Viewmont High
Parents: Chris 
and Laurie 
Malan

Kelsey Datwyler
Davis High
Parents: Bryan 
and Wendy 
Datwyler

Jasmine 
Harkness
Lone Peak High
Parents: David, 
Lisa Harkness

Paul Kang
Logan High
Parents: Kwisun 
and Guyoung 
Kang

Elizabeth Alley
Viewmont High
Parents: Jeffrey 
and Ann Alley

Kirsi Jarvis
Davis High
Parents: Jamon 
and Laura 
Jarvis

Mark Hopkins
Logan High
Parents:  
Richard and 
Lisa Hopkins

Nicole Webb
Cyprus High
Parents: Bryan 
and Julia Webb

Michelle Clare
Salem Hills 
High
Parents: David 
and Jayne Clare

Brianne 
Brinkerhoff
Bountiful High
Parents: Chris, 
Maureen
Brinkerhoff

Spencer Larson
Provo High
Parents:  
Gordon and 
Allison Larson

Kaitlyn 
Whittenburg
Alta High
Parents: Dan 
and Teri 
Whittenburg

Judges and supporters of Sterling Scholar Program
We would like to thank the following educational institutions, businesses and indi-

viduals for providing judges or helping to judge the Deseret News/KSL 5 Television 
Sterling Scholar Programs:

Utah State University, University of Utah, Brigham Young University, Utah Valley 
University, Weber State University, Westminster College, Salt Lake Community 
College, USU Extension, Southern Utah University, Neumont University, Utah 
Shakespearean Festival, Utah Festival Opera, Salt Lake-Tooele Applied Technol-
ogy College, Granite School District, Myriad Pharmaceutical Inc., President Stan 
Albrecht, Rich Kendall, Michael McLean, Lloyd Newell, Dr. Richard Elliott, Dr. Troy 
Justesen, Greg Olsen, Eric Dowdle, Roger Loveless, Peter Breinholt, Kandace 
Steadman, TR Morgan, Beverly Dalling, Dr. Jay Monson, Derek Spriggs, Stephen 
Whyte, David Ebert, Stephens-Henager College, Janet Gray Dance Studio, Heritage 
Festivals, Firefly Productions, Ivory Homes, MediaOne of Utah, Utah Jazz, Utah Dairy 
Commission, Mountainland Applied Technology College, Primary Children’s Medical 
Center, Handy Public Relations, Utah Contemporary Theatre, Deseret News, KSL 5 
Television and STEDI. We would also like to thank all 54 high school coordinators, 
teachers and administrators for their support and participation in this program.
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