
2000 Saddam,
worth $7 billion,
ranks 55th on the
Forbes richest list.
The U.S. calls for
a special war
crimes tribunal to
try Saddam.

2002-03 Allows weapons
inspectors back into Iraq
amid U.N. pressure and
U.S. war threats. U.S.
officials continue to
assert that Saddam is
hiding weapons of mass
destruction.
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1958 Spends six
months in prison for
slaying his Communist
brother-in-law.

1990 Invades
Kuwait, accusing
Kuwait and the
United Arab Emirates
of driving oil prices
down.
The U.N. imposes
sanctions.

1991 Iraqis
surrender after
U.S.-led Operation
Desert Storm.
Shiite rebellion
and Kurdish
uprising under way
in Iraq.

1988 Iraq uses
mustard gas and
nerve agents to kill
at least 5,000
civilians in the
Kurdish region of
Iraq; Iran-Iraq cease-
fire.
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Saddam: A shrewd and brutal dictator

1959 Member of
assassination team that
ambushes Iraqi
strongman Gen. Abdel-
Karim Kassem,
wounding him. Flees to
Syria, then Egypt.

1963 Returns
from Egypt and
takes part in
coup that killed
Kassem. Baath
ousted in
November.

1968 Regime overthrown
by Baathists. Takes charge
of internal security;
Revolutionary Command
Council in control under
Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr,
Saddam’s cousin.

1979 Takes
over as
president
from al-Bakr
and purges
the Baaths.

1980
Sends
forces
into Iran;
war lasts
eight
years.

1996 Orders killing of
two sons-in-law who
had defected to
Jordan and had just
returned to Baghdad
after receiving
guarantees of safety.

1998
Weapons
inspectors
withdraw;
hours later,
U.S.-British air
and missile
strikes begin.

March 20, 2003
U.S. forces strike
target near
Baghdad aimed
at Iraq’s
leadership.

April 9 Crowds
greet U.S.
troops in
Baghdad and
topple 40-foot
statue of
Saddam.

July 22
Saddam’s
sons, Qusai
and Odai,
killed in
gunbattle with
U.S. troops.

1957 Joins under-
ground Baath Party.

Dec. 13
American forces
capture Saddam
in an under-
ground hideout
on a farm in
Adwar.

Saturday’s capture of onetime Iraqi
dictator Saddam Hussein ended a manhunt
that lasted more than eight months. Born
to humble origins, Saddam, 66, became
a merciless leader who squandered his
country’s oil wealth on war.


