1946 — Atomic En
ergy Commission cre
ated to regulate nu
clear weapons, nucle
ar testing and peace
time applications
like nuclear power.

4 1930

*-- 1945 — U.S. nuclear
program becomes pub
lic with the bombing of
Hiroshima and Nagasa
ki, bringing to end World
War Il. President Truman
issues order that govern
ment will be the only
customer for uranium.

nesses.

piles are filled.

1957 — Soviets

I 1963 — World's
launch Sputnik, Superpowers
prompting Cold agree to ban
War hysteria and above-ground nu
an escalation in clear tests, but un
the demand for derground tests would con
uranium needed tinue into the 1990s.

for nuclear weap

ons.

1962.

1968 — A military test of nerve gas
in the desert west of Tooele goes aw
1y, killing a herd of sheep grazing
near the Dugway Proving Ground.

lin Wall and the Cu
ban missile crisis in

1979 — Utah's first

1988 — Cleanup of the defunct Vitro ura
nium mill in South Salt Lake is complet
ed, marking a surge in interest by a varie
ty of waste companies in building waste
dumps in Tooele County. County commis
sioners create a hazardous waste zone in
the west desert, just beyond Skull Valley
and the reaches of the Dugway Proving
Ground as they welcome the waste as
economic development.

War-era industry and military
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1997 — The Goshutes sign a lease to store 40,000 tons of nu
clear waste on tribal lands.

® A municipal waste incinerator in Davis County opens for busi
ness. Citizens report a variety of illnesses they attribute to plant
emissions.

| |nternational Uranium Corp. near Blanding begins accepting radi
oactive materials from cleanup sites around the nation. The com

2001 — Envirocare
to petition Utah Leg
islature and gover
nor to allow it to
store radioactive
wastes much hotter
than it is currently li
censed to accept at
its Tooele County
storage facility.

2002 — A consortium of nuclear pow
er utilities hopes to begin construction
on a high-level nuclear waste facility on
Goshute lands about 70 miles south
west of Salt Lake City. First shipments
of waste to arrive in 2003.

pany calls it recycling, but the state says it is a sham for disposal
of radioactive waste without a state license.

m A second hazardous waste incinerator is completed at Clive,
Tooele County, but it shuts down almost immediately because of

B

a lack of hazardous materials to bum.

® The Army begins to incinerate the nation's stockpile of biological
and chemical weapons at a facility south of Tooele.



