
  1798
Passage of an act for the re-
lief of sick and disabled sea-
men, establishing a federal 
network of hospitals for the 
care of merchant seamen, 
forerunner of today's U.S. 
Public Health Service.
  1887
The federal government opens a one-
room laboratory on Staten Island for re-
search on disease, setting the stage for 
later creation of the National Institutes 
of Health.
  1912
President Theodore Roosevelt's first 
White House Conference urges creation 
of the Children's Bureau to combat ex-
ploitation of children.
  1935
Passage of the Social Security Act.
  1946
The Cabinet-level Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare is created under 
President Eisenhower, officially coming in-
to existence April 11, 1953. In 1979, the 
Department of Education Organization 
Act is signed into law, providing for a sep-
arate Department of Education. HEW be-
came the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services, officially arriving on May 
4, 1980.
  1955
Licensing of the Salk polio vaccine.
  1961
First White House Conference on Aging.
  1962
Passage of the Migrant Health Act, provid-
ing support for clinics serving agricultur-
al workers.
  1964
Release of the first Surgeon General's Re-
port on Smoking and Health.
  1965
� Creation of the Medicare and Medicaid 
programs, making comprehensive health 
care available to millions of Americans.
� The Older Americans Act creates the nu-
tritional and social programs adminis-
tered by HHS’ Administration on Aging.
� Head Start program is created.
  1966
International Smallpox Eradication pro-
gram established; the worldwide eradica-
tion of smallpox is accomplished in 
1977.
  1980
Federal funding provided to states for fos-
ter care and adoption assistance.
  1981
Identification of AIDS. In 1984, the HIV
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virus was identified by PHS and 
French scientists. In 1985, a 
blood test to detect HIV was 
licensed.
  1984
National Organ Transplanta-
tion Act signed into law.
  1988

� Creation of the JOBS program 
and federal support for child care.

� Passage of the McKinney Act to provide 
health care to the homeless.
  1990
� Human Genome Project established.
� Passage of the Nutrition Labeling and 
Education Act, authorizing the food label.
� The Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS Re-
source Emergency (CARE) Act began pro-
viding support for people with AIDS.
  1993
The Vaccines for Children Program is es-
tablished, providing free immunizations 
to all children in low-income families.
  1996
� Enactment of welfare reform under the 
Personal Responsibility and Work Oppor-
tunity Reconciliation Act. 
� Enactment of the Health Insurance Port-
ability and Accountability Act (HIPAA).
  1997
Creation of the State Children's Health In-
surance Program (SCHIP), enabling 
states to extend health coverage to more 
uninsured children.
  1999
� The Ticket to Work and Work Incentives 
Improvement Act of 1999 is signed, mak-
ing it possible for millions of Americans 
with disabilities to join the workforce 
without fear of losing their Medicaid and 
Medicare coverage.
� Initiative on combatting bioterrorism is 
launched.
  2000
Publication of human genome sequenc-
ing.
  2001
HHS responds to the nation’s first bioter-
rorism attack — delivery of anthrax 
through the mail.
  2002
Office of Public Health Emergency Prepar-
edness created to coordinate efforts 
against bioterrorism and other emergen-
cy health threats.
  2003
Enactment of the Medicare Prescription 
Drug Improvement, and Modernization 
Act of 2003, the most significant expan-
sion of Medicare since its enactment, in-
cluding a prescription drug benefit.
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