
Timeline for accused Elizabeth Smart kidnappers

2002
June 5: Elizabeth Smart is 
abducted from her Federal 
Heights home.

2003
March 12: Brian David 
Mitchell and Wanda Barzee 
are arrested a�er they are 
found walking in Sandy with 
Smart.
March 18: Mitchell and 
Barzee charged in state court.

2004
Jan. 9: Barzee declared incompetent to 
stand trial.

Aug. 31: Mitchell declared 
competent to stand trial.
Sept. 1: Mitchell and Barzee 
indicted by state grand jury.
Dec 3: Mitchell sings in court for 
first time. Judge Judith Atherton 
grants defense request for new 
competency hearing.

2005
Feb. 16: Second competency 
hearing for Mitchell begins.
July 26: Mitchell declared 

incompetent to stand trial.

2008
March 8: Federal grand jury indicts 

Mitchell and Barzee.
Oct. 9: Atherton rules Mitchell not eligible 
for involuntary medication to restore 
competency.
Oct. 10: Federal prosecutors announce 
they will move forward with their case.

2009
Oct. 1: Elizabeth Smart takes witness 
stand for the first time, marking the start 
of Mitchell’s first federal competency 
hearing.
Oct. 16: Report from doctors at the Utah 
State Hospital say Barzee now competent 
to stand trial.
Nov. 17: Barzee pleads guilty in federal 
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court, o�ers apology to Smart and agrees 
to assist prosecutors in their case against 
her husband.
Nov. 30: Mitchell competency hearing 
resumes and continues for the next two 
weeks.

2010
Feb. 8: Atherton o�cially rules Barzee 
competent in state court. Barzee pleads 
guilty to conspiracy to commit aggravated 
kidnapping, completing a “global 
resolution” to her state and federal 
charges.
March 1: U.S. District Judge Dale Kimball 
rules Mitchell is competent to stand trial.


